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CHASE'S 'COURT JESTER/ 




jV/TR. WILLIAM M. CHASE'S 'Court Jester,' which we have 
^1 engraved for this number of the Art Journal, was one of 
the most vigorous specimens of figure-painting seen in the Ameri- 
can department of the Fine Arts at the Centennial Exhibition, and 
m the National Academy of Design last spring. Its author has 
been studying in Munich for several years, and is now on his way 
back to this country. He will be the Professor of Drawing in the 
September, 1878. 

177 



schools of the Art Students' League, in New York City. His 
' Ready for the Ride,' a young lady in a black habit and a Van- 
dyck hat, was recently bought by the Union League Club ; and 
his ' Apprentice,' a rather ragged boy of sixteen, was generally 
considered to be the most artistic representation in the first exhi- 
bition of the Society of American Artists. 

The ' Court Jester ' is no fossilised type, but a distinct and origi- 



ns. 
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nal creation, and the engraver's spirited interpretation of it will 
scarcely fail of a welcome. In the features and expression of the 
face the art of the painter has triumphed, although of the picture 
itself the real significance lies in the harmonies and contrasts of 
intense tones and splendid hues. The costume of the jester is a 
brilliant scarlet throughout, and the presentation of this costume 
is almost perfect of its kind. Amid all the gorgeousness of colour- 



ing the severe simplicity of the design stands out with added grace. 
The pose of the figure is easy and natural, and the relief wonder- 
ful ; at a distance of twenty feet the man seems to be in front of 
and separate from the canvas. In short, Chase's ' Court Jester ' is 
one of the most striking of recent American works, and from the 
genius that produced it the public have reason to expect much that 
will please. 



NORWAY.* 

By R. T. PRITCHETT, F.S.A. 



CHAPTER XX. 

FROM the oldest time weddings and funerals have been 
great events, and considerable expenses have ever at- 
tended them. Such is the case still in Norway, especially with 
regard to weddings. What a contrast to a Norwegian wedding, 
carried out with all its details, is the modern civilisation of 
being married before a " Registrar," a process which must be 
sudden death to sentiment, and destructive of all the sacred 
associations so closely linked with the solemnity of marriage 
in Norway ! Marriage takes time. The Lutheran Church 
has two distinct services or ceremonies, which conduce to the 
steady-going of the young people concerned, and tend to 
develop prudent and careful living. There is first the betrothal, 
and then the wedding. Circumstances decide the particular 
period between the two events — one year generally, sometimes 
two or more ; in any case it is a good preparation for the 
responsibilities of married life, and certainly works well. One 
thing is beyond denial — it affords an opportunity to discover latent 
objections and bad habits, which might not crop out all at once 
when the lover is offering a concentrated essence of courtship. 
By the betrothal system a girl steps at once into a certain and 
marked position, as it were an aspirant to the honour and 



dignity of marriage, and this training has generally a most 
wholesome effect. Amongst the peasants this is also carried 
out in the provinces, but the simple folk are sometimes a little 
impatient of the second ceremony, and the law of Norway has 
alleviated any difficulty which might arise from such impetuosity, 
and taken the same status as Scotch law. 

Both weddings and funerals are characterized by heavy liba- 
tions. The wedding festival will last a week— early and late ; 
it is not " What a day we are having ! ' ' but ' ' What a week we are 
having!" The home love of the people is prominently shown 
on occasions like these ; their simple affection and general kind- 
liness can only be the outcome of tenderness and sympathy 
in their every-day life, when the mothers are so motherly, the 
fathers so fatherly. No "iceberg dads" are to be found in 
Norway ; they are more like the stoves which every one gathers 
round for comfort, when the chills of life are likely to be forth- 
coming. And the priest comes out strongly on these occasions, 
for he is a part of every family, as we have previously noticed ; he 
shares the troubles of the flocks, and enhances their joys, with- 
out his presence being in any way a kill-joy ; on the contrary, he 
enters into all that is going on, joins in the songs, is generally 
convivial at table, and is not shy of tobacco ; he is, in fact, a 
practical, genial Christian, and so does good service in the 
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cause he represents, and is an ever-present comfort to his 
flock. 

We now come to the last ceremonies of the Church, remarking 
on our way the very great importance attached by the Lutheran 
Church to confirmation. In this the Church does well, and sows 
good seed at the right time — seed which is to be joy of riper 

* Continued from page 232. 



years and the backbone of posterity. A Norwegian funeral is 
surrounded by an unwholesome atmosphere of intense melan- 
choly ; hope and faith seem trampled down for the moment by the 
weight of present grief. The Norwegians certainly do not look 
upon the arrival of the reaper who puts in the sickle as the " order 
of release " from the trammels of our lower state. Perhaps their 
intensity of feeling is a certain relief from which they rebound 
to a lighter burden in after-life. Their quiet, secluded life 



